
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOSTON CHURCH OF CHRIST 



The Word of God 
Big idea: The Bible is the inspired and inerrant word of God.  It needs to be your standard and 

something you are devoted to with your time. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

- The bible is inspired by God and is to be used in our lives.  Do you believe that? 

 

Hebrews 4:12-13 

- The word is relevant and needs to expose and convict us in our lives.  Will you let 

it? 

 

2 Peter 1:20-21 

- The Holy Spirit inspired all the men who wrote the books of the bible. 

 

John 8:31-32 

- Intellectual faith is not enough.   

- We must hold to the teachings to be disciples, to know the truth and to be set 

free. 

 

Matthew 15:1-9 

- Worshiping by traditions that supersede the word of God is to worship in vain.  

 

1 Timothy 4:15-16 

- Life and doctrine are equally important to be saved. 

 

Acts 17:10-12 

- Eagerness and diligent study is noble in the eyes of God and is the only way to 

know that what you believe is the truth.  Will you take the Berean challenge? 

 

John 12:47-50 

- The word will judge.  Will you study it and follow it?  

 

Additional Scriptures: Jn 20:30-31; Acts 8:26-40; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:32; 2Pet 2:16-18; 1Jn 1:1-4; Jn 14: 15-17; Jn 14:25-26; 

Jn 15:26-27; Jn 16:12-15; Col 4:16; 2Pet 3:15-16; 1Tim 5:18; Lk 10:7; Rom 10:17 



Jesus & The Cross 

Big Idea: Jesus was more than a good moral teacher or even a prophet.  Jesus was and is God.  He 

came to earth to reveal God to us and to die for our sins.  It is only through faith in him that we are 

saved. 

 

Colossians 1:15-18 
Q: Who is “the image of the invisible God? (v. 15) 

- God wanted man to be able to know what he was like.  He lets us know in Jesus. 
- God is invisible.  What could any of us know about God if we are not told about him? 

 

John 1:1-5, 14 
Q: Matthew and Luke begin with Jesus’ childhood.  Where does John begin the story about 
Jesus? 

- Jesus is from eternity.  He is the creator.  He is God. 
- Jesus was sent to us to let us who are ignorant of God to reveal the God that he knew 

and has seen by his word and life. 
 
Mark 1:35-39 
Q: Most men in Jesus’ position would be thrilled with the following that was happening.  Upon 
hearing of the encouraging reception he was receiving in this town Jesus decides to leave.  
Why? 

- Jesus was a man on a mission.  He was a radical man with a radical message. 
 

Mark 1:40-45 
Q: What do we see here in Jesus? 

- The power of God over disease. 
- The compassion for humanity. 

 
Mark 2:1-12 
Q. Why did the Pharisee’s have a problem with Jesus healing the man? 

- Only God forgives sins.  By Jesus saying that he was placing himself on equal with 
God. 

 
Mark 3:1-6, 20-34 
Q: How was Jesus thought of by the religious community of his day? 

- Jesus was persecuted.  He was a threatening figure. 
 

 

 



Mark 4:35-41 
Q: What kind of power does Jesus display here? (v. 39) 

- Jesus displays the power of God over nature. 
 

John 14:1-6 
Q: What does Jesus say about himself? Why do you think Jesus was so emphatic about him 
being the only way to God? 
 

Acts 4:8-12 
- This is also what the Peter, the apostles and the first century Christians believed 

about Jesus. 
 

Mark 10:45 
Q: What is a “ransom”? Jesus gave his life as a ransom for whom?  What did humanity need 
to be ransomed from? 

- Jesus is the only man who died for the sins of humanity. 
- This is why he claimed to be the only way to God.  He was the only one who came to 

take away sin.   
 
Mark 10:32-34/Mark 14:27-15:41 

 

Isaiah 53:1-12 
Q: Written 700 years before Jesus!  Who is the prophet talking about? 
 

1 Peter 2:21-25 
Q: Why did Jesus die? (v. 24) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional  Scriptures: Heb 1:13, 2:14-18, 4:14-16; Acts 2:22-38; Jn 1:29, 20:26-28, 20:30-31, Col 2:9, 1Jn 2:3-6; Ps 22:1-

18; Mk 1:21-42; Is 11:1-9; Mic 5:2; Gen 49:10; Rom 9:5 



Light & Darkness: Sin 

Big Idea: Sin separates us from God.  It is a wall that exists for all human beings and it must be 

broken in order to be saved. 

 

1 Peter 2:9-10 
- In this passage Peter is encouraging these Christians with all that they are as 

Christians. 
- In the 2nd verse he is comparing what they are versus what they were. 

Q. Is there any middle ground here? 
Q. How many categories are there? 
Q.  Where would you put yourself? 

 

Isaiah 59:1-2 
Q. What is the problem being described between God and man? 
Q. Can a relation exist in this situation? 
Q. What must be done for a relationship to exist? 

- The wall coming down = forgiveness of sins. 
 

Romans 3:23-25 
Q. Who has sinned? 
Q. Who has fallen short of God? 

- Illustration of the piles of sin. 
- Illustration of the grand canyon of righteousness. 

 

Galatians 5:19-21 
- Explain the list of sin. 
- Paul tells these Christians that if they live this way they will not inherit the Kingdom of 

God. 
 

James 4:17 
- These are the sins of omission. 

 

Romans 6:23 
→ analogy of an employee wage 
Q: What does the Bible say our sins have earned for us? (v. 23) 
Q: Have you accepted God’s gift of eternal life? 

 

 

Additional Scriptures: Mk 7:14-23; Rev 21:8; 1Cor 6:9-11; 2Tim 3:1-5; Rom 1:21-32, 6:15-18; Col 3:5-11; Ja 2:10-11 



Light & Darkness: Repentance 
Big Idea: Repentance is an essential part of accepting God’s gifts of forgiveness, salvation and the 

Holy Spirit.   

 

Luke 24:36-53 
- This takes place after the crucifixion and the resurrection. 
- Has repentance and forgiveness of sins been preached yet?  No it hasn’t. 
- Has the Holy Spirit come yet?  No it hasn’t. 

 
Acts 1:1-11; 2:1-35 

- Again, Jesus has died and resurrected, but have they begun to witness about him yet 
and has the Spirit come?  No, they haven’t.  The Apostles are told to wait. 

- The Spirit comes to the Apostles (vs. 1-4).  Thousands gather and are aware that they 
are witnessing a great miracle. 

- Peter begins to preach, revealing that the baptism of the Spirit is happening in their 
midst and proclaims the life, death and resurrection of Jesus for the first time (vs. 22-
24). 

 

Acts 2:36-37 
Q: If you are a Godly Jew and hear that you killed the Messiah how might you feel (vs. 
36)? 
- They are cut.  Do you think that these cut Jews had faith at this point (vs. 37)? Yes. 
- Do these people think they are saved at this point?  No, this is why they ask the 

question, ‘what do we have to do?’ 
 

Acts 2:38-41 
- Peter responds not by telling they that they should rejoice because they are saved, 

but how?  Repent and be baptized = change your life and be immersed in water. 
- When one does this what will they receive?  Forgiveness and the gift of the Spirit. 
- Do you understand repentance? 

 

Luke 13:1-5 
- Repentance is essential to being saved.  We will perish without repentance. 
- Repentance is more than sorrow; it is being the fruit of change. 
- What is repentance and have we done it? 

 
 
 
 



3 Characteristics of Repentance: 
A. Acts 26:19-20 
- Deeds and repentance are not the same thing. 
- Deeds are a proof of repentance. 
- Repentance is a change of heart. 
- Have you ever had that kind of change in your life? 

o What changed in your life? 
o What happened? 

B. Mark 9:42-49 
- Repentance is change of heart in our disposition toward sin. 
- Hate the sin.  Be radical in getting rid of sin. 
- Is this your attitude toward sin? 
C. 2 Corinthians 7:8-11 
- Paul had challenged them hard and they were feeling badly. 
- They were sorrowful – but there are 2 kinds of sorrow. 

o Worldly   – which brings death. 
o Godly      – which produces repentance and leads to salvation. 

▪ Earnestness – serious/sincere about changing. 
▪ Eagerness to clear – a desire to know. 
▪ Indignation – Upset at self for where you’ve been. 
▪ Alarm – Urgency, I got to get it right. 

- Have you ever had this kind of Godly sorrow? 
- Did you repent?  How long does it take to repent? Have you made this decision? 
- Do want to repent? 

 

Acts 3:17-19 
- What is the atmosphere at church?  Joyful, happy, etc.. 
- Isn’t that interesting that the people that have been broken and repented are the 

most joyful people in the world. 
- Repentance brings refreshment. 
- Are you ready to repent? 



Light & Darkness: Discipleship 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 

- Jesus wants all men to be what?  Disciples.  Do you know what a disciple is? 

- Do you think there is a difference between a Christian and a disciple? 

o Disciple is a follower.  Following Jesus is the same as living repentance. 

o Are you a disciple?  When did you become a disciple? 

 

Acts 11:25-26 

- In Antioch a disciple and a Christian were the same thing. 

- In the bible a disciple and a Christian are the same thing. 

- You can’t be a Christian without being a disciple and you can’t be a disciple 

without having repented and you can’t accept God’s free gift without 

repentance. 

- If you are going to be saved then you have to be a disciple…let’s study that 

out. 

 

Mark 1:14-20 

- What was Jesus’ call to these men?  Follow me and become a fisher of men. 

- This is the call of being a disciple.  Is this what you are? 

o How soon did they become a disciple? 

o How whole hearted was their commitment? 

- Was this what you became?  And was this how you became a disciple? 

 

Luke 9:23-26 

- Deny self?  What is going to be the hardest thing for you to deny? 

- Carry your cross?  What’s that?  What happens if you don’t do this? 

 

Luke 14:25-33 

- Jesus must come first, even over our closest relationships.  Prior to being a 

Christian everyone is supposed to count the cost.  We must give up 

everything. 

 



Mark 3:20-22, 31-35 

- Jesus was thought to be crazy and dangerous by even his own family. 

- If you are going to follow him what do you think will happen to you? 

 

Luke 6:20-26 

- If you are not ever persecuted, what does Jesus’ say about you? Woe. 

- You can’t be a disciple and never be persecuted. 

 

Luke 11:1-4 

- A disciple learns to have a powerful walk with God. 

 

John 13:34-35 

- Disciples love other disciples just Jesus did. 

- Are you willing to begin loving the disciples? 

- Talk about commitment to church. 

 

Matthew 28:18-20 

- Let’s study out baptism next study. 

- Someone is ready to be baptized when they are committed to repenting, to 

being a disciple. 

- Are you ready to be a disciple? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Scriptures:  Rom 6:15-18; Jn 4:1-2; Matt 10:34-39; 2Tim 3:12-13; Jn 1:35-42; Jn 1:43-50; Jn 4:28-42; Acts 

8:1-4; Lk 11:1-4 



Light & Darkness: Forgiveness/Baptism 
Big Idea: Salvation, forgiveness of sin and the gift of the Holy Spirit come when a person with faith 

repents and is immersed in water for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

Acts 2:36-37 
Q: If you are a Godly Jew and hear that you killed the Messiah how might you feel (vs. 
36)? 
- They are cut.  Do you think that these cut Jews had faith at this point (vs. 37)? Yes. 
- Do these people think they are saved at this point?  No, this is why they ask the 

question, ‘what do we have to do?’ 
 
Acts 2:38-41 

- Peter responds not by telling they that they should rejoice because they are saved, 
but how? 

- Repent and be baptized = change your life and be immersed in water. 
Q: When one does this what will they receive?  Forgiveness and the gift of the Spirit. 
Q:  Were these people saved when they came to faith?   

o No they were not.  How do you know?   
o Peter tells them in vs. 40 to ‘save [themselves]’ by responding to his message. 
o One does not say this to men who were saved moments ago! 

 
John 3:1-7 

- What must someone do in order to see and enter the Kingdom of God? 
- Born again of water and the Spirit.  Baptism! 
- All 1st and 2nd Century witnesses saw this scripture as a reference to baptism.  See 

handout. 
 
Romans 6:1-7 

Q: What is happening when someone is baptized? 
- Participating in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus; our old life dying and 

being raised to a new life. 
Q: Is this something said to be happening ‘symbolically’ or something said to be 
happening literally? 
- Literally. 

 
Colossians 2:11-12 

Q: If we are buried with Christ in baptism, what are we raised through? (v. 12) 
- Faith is essential to baptism 
Q: If one does not have faith, are they saved at baptism? 

o It is not magic water. 
o It is the power of God acting on our faith (2 Kings 5:1-14). 



1 Peter 3:18-22 
- Baptism is compared to the flood waters of Noah’s day (We are talking about water 

baptism). 
Q: As the flood waters of Noah’s day separated and saved he and his family from the 

destruction, what does baptism do for us? 
- It saves us. 

o Faith is like falling in love.  You are getting to know one another, spending time 
together, beginning to experience life together. 

o Engagement is like repentance, where you begin to get your life in line with 
coming together. 

o But the wedding day is baptism, it is the day of no turning back, it is the day the 
knot is tied, it is the day where you are one now.  Before this, even with faith and 
repentance, you were not saved, or married, it was only at the wedding where 
you came together. 

 
Acts 9:1-19/Acts 22:6-16 

- In the first story Luke never expressly tells us when Paul was saved. 
o People who teach faith-only-based salvation would have us believe that he 

was saved after he came to faith in Jesus, while he was blind and confused! 
- In the second story Luke gives us more details about when his sins were washed 

away. 
Q: When did this take place? 
- When he was baptized (22:16)! 

 
Ephesians 4:4-6 

- Paul wrote this letter while in prison approximately A.D. 60. 
Q: At this point in the history of the church how many baptisms were there? 
- One. 

o There was John’s baptism and there was the one time pouring out/baptism of 
the Spirit that took place earlier. 

o But at this point there existed only the New Covenant, full immersion, water 
baptism that required faith and repentance for the forgiveness of sins and the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
Acts 8:26-40 

Q: Was it done for the church?  There was no church there. 
Q: What was his attitude toward baptism?  Urgent!  Why?  Salvation! 
Q: What this a spiritual baptism or a water baptism? Water! 
Q: When did the joy and rejoicing show up in the story?  After he came up out of the 
water! 

 

Additional Scriptures: Acts 19:1-5; Tit 3:3-7; Heb 10:19-22; 1 Cor 12:12-13; Rom 10:9; Ezk 18:19-20; Rev 3:20; Gal 3:26 



The Church 
 

Col 1:15-18 
- Jesus is the head of the church. 
- Can a head exist without the body, can a body exist without a head? 
- The church is essential to Christianity…the idea that people just love God in isolation is 

wrong. 
 

Eph 2:19-21 
- The church is built on the Bible. 
- If people claiming to be the church don’t have as their basic teachings of conversion 

what is sound bible then the question is: are they really God’s church?  The answer is 
‘no’. 

 

1 Cor 12:12-13 
- How many bodies were there in the 1st century?  One. 

 

Rom 12:3-5 
- There are different members, but how many churches?  Just one. 
- Which is the right one? 

o The one that is teaching and practicing the bible. 
o Biblically based churches are all part of the same church. 

 

Eph 4:1-6 
- This is a scripture about unity in the church…there needs to be the right attitudes in 

relationship, but there also needs to be the right doctrines. 
- Here is a list of 7 one’s that the 1st century church believed. 

o There are not 2 bodies, just one. 
o There are not 2 Lords, just one Jesus. 
o There are not 2 baptisms, just one…for the forgiveness of sins, for people who 

have faith and are ready to repent as disciples. 
- If churches don’t teach this, then they are not in the one church. 

 
Acts 20:28-31 

- Some 10 years after the church began in Acts 2, Paul is warning that people, even 
from inside the church, were going to come and distort the truth. 

- Now imagine all the distortions that have occurred over 2000 years. 
o We can all be tempted to say that the distortions are not a big deal because 

there are so many people who believe in them at this point. 



o But the number of distortions doesn’t change the bible. 
o You have to decide whether you are going to believe in the bible or your 

feelings. 
 

Heb 3:12-13 
- This passage describes the churches role in helping us overcome sin in our lives after 

conversion.  How? 
o Daily encouragement. 

- The church not only has the right doctrine, but is involved in each others lives at a real 
level, they are family and they are friends. 

  

Heb 10:23-25 
- This passage tells us how it’s possible to hold unswervingly to the hope of Jesus (vs. 

23): by being an active member in a church where you are spurring on them and 
they are spurring on you (vs. 24).  How is this able to happen? 

- Attending the meetings of the body with a committed attitude (vs. 25). 
o On a sports team, can you grow and win if people aren’t committed to 

showing up at practice? 
o You can do nothing without that base-line commitment. 

- Disciples in the one church are committed to the church in a radical way (Mk 3:31-35). 
 

Acts 2:42-47 
- This was how these newly baptized Christians did well.  They were devoted to one 

another (Mt 28:18-20). 
- Does this make sense and will you believe all this and will we be committed to the 

church? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Scriptures: 2 Tim 4:1-5, Gal 1:6-10, Gal 5:2-4, Mk 3:20-22, Jn 15:18-16:4 



Additional Resources 
 
Facts about the Bible: 
 
Written 1400 BC – 69 AD -over 1500 years, 40 generations, on 3 continents 

-in 3 languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek) 
-by 50 writers (including kings, peasants, philosophers, fishermen, statesmen, scholars) 

 
All 50 writers, across all those centuries, stand united with one message. In regard to topics such as truth, purpose, mission, 
God, man, reality, sin, righteousness, origin, and destiny, the Bible is totally unified. Try getting 50 religious leaders in your city to 
agree on any of these topics! 

• Most printed book in history: United Bible Society alone sells & distributes 110,000+ copies every day (2009) 
• It contains hundreds of prophecies fulfilled through the centuries 
• It is reliable both historically & culturally 

 
Old Testament 
 
Written 1400 BC – 400 BC 
In Judaism: the Tanakh (Ta=Torah, or Law, Na=Nevi’im, or Prophets, Kh=Ketuvim, or Writings) 
Carefully preserved & copied by the Massoretes (Jewish scribes, scholars & copyists) 

“How did the [ancient copyists] manage to so accurately copy the text through the ages? The answer lies in the strict 
traditions of the Massoretes. Throughout history, during the copying process of a manuscript, if even one letter was 
missed or added improperly in a new manuscript, the master scribe would destroy the imperfect copy. They were 
fanatical about accuracy. The Jews had preserved the Old Testament as no other document had ever been 
preserved. In each manuscript, they actually counted the letters, syllables, words, and paragraphs. Before any 
manuscript would be accepted, all the letters, syllables, words, and paragraphs would have to be counted and 
confirmed. Scribes, lawyers, and Massoretes devoted themselves full-time to the accurate transmission of the text. 
And they were successful.”       

–Mike Taliaferro, ‘How We Got the Bible and Why You Can Trust It’ 
 
Dead Sea Scrolls discovered in 1947 along Israel-Jordan border 
 In 11 caves: 200 scrolls & 40,000 inscribed fragments, dating back to 200 BC 
 Many scrolls from the Bible: every OT book represented in the discovery except Esther 
 Of the 500,000 individual letters in the OT, only 169 were questioned after the discovery 
 
New Testament 
 
Events occurred 6 BC – 62 AD, written 45 – 69 AD (7 year gap between occurrence & writing) 
As of 2011, approx. 5,686 ancient Greek NT manuscripts exist (plus other language translations: 24,970 total) 
In 1895, archaeologists B.P. Grenfell & A. S. Hunt discovered portions of 27 New Testament manuscripts dating back to 2nd 
century AD near Oxyrhynchus, Egypt 

“Not only did the [Oxyrhynchus] papyri confirm the text of later parchment manuscripts, but they also shed some light 
on the Greek language of the time. There are about 500 words in the New Testament that do not appear in classical 
Greek, a peculiar vocabulary found only in the Bible. It was a vocabulary that could not have been invented two or 
three centuries later and inserted into manuscripts spread throughout the ancient world. When these papyri were 
pulled from the ancient sands, the fragments of the New Testament matched the style and vocabulary of the existing 
Scriptures, just as one would have expected.” 

–Mike Taliaferro, ‘How We Got the Bible and Why You Can Trust It’ 
 

Title Origin Earliest Copy Interval Copies in Existence 
History of Thucydides 450 BC 900 AD 1350 years 8 
Poetics of Aristotle 343 BC 1100 AD 1450 years 5 
Caesar’s Gallic Wars 50 BC 1000 AD 1050 years 9 
Plato 400 BC 900 AD 1300 years 7 
Homer’s The Iliad 900 BC 400 AD 500 years 643 
New Testament 45-80 AD 110 AD 30 years 5686 
 



“The interval then between the dates of original composition and earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be in fact 
negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt that the scriptures have come down to us substantially as they were written 
has now been removed. Both the authenticity and the general integrity of the books of the New Testament may be regarded 
as finally established.” 

 -Sir Frederic Kenyon, Director & Principal Librarian, British Museum  
 

If every Bible & ancient manuscript were destroyed, we would still have virtually the entire New Testament because of the 
more than 80,000 times it was quoted in the commentaries, sermons, and letters of that period. Only 11 verses would be 
missing. These early writers who quoted the New Testament include Clement (96 AD), the Didache (100 AD), the Epistle of 
Barnabas (100 AD), Ignatius (115 AD), Polycarp (120 AD), even Gnostic heretics like Valentinius (130 AD). 

 
2nd & 3rd Century Beliefs about Repentance 
 

Clement of Rome, who was a companion of the apostle Paul and overseer of the church in Rome, wrote, "It is 
necessary, therefore, that we be prompt in the practice of good works. For He forewarns us, 'Behold, the Lord comes and His 
reward is before His face, to render to every man according to his work.' ...Let us therefore earnestly strive to be found in the 
number of those who wait for Him, in order that we may share in His promised reward.  

 
Polycarp, the personal companion of the apostle John, taught, "He who raised Him up from the dead will also raise us 

up-if we do His will and walk in His commandments and love what He loved, keeping ourselves from all unrighteousness."4 
 

Clement of Alexandria, writing in about 190 AD, said, "The Word, having unveiled the truth, showed to men the summit 
of salvation, so that either repenting they might be saved, or refusing to obey, they might be condemned. This is the 
proclamation of righteousness: to those who obey, rejoicing; to those who disobey, condemnation."8 And again, "Whoever 
obtains [the truth] and distinguishes himself in good works shall gain the prize of everlasting life....” 
 

2nd & 3rd Century Beliefs about Baptism: 

140-230 AD TERTULLIAN "Baptism itself is a corporal act by which we are plunged into the water, while its effect is spiritual, in 
that we are freed from our sins" (Baptism 7:2). 

140-230 AD TERTULLIAN "The prescript is laid down that 'without baptism, salvation is attainable by none' chiefly on the 
ground of that declaration of the Lord, who says, 'Unless one be born of water, he hath not life.'" (On Baptism, Ante-Nicene 
Fathers, vol. 3, pg. 674-675) 

110-165 AD JUSTIN MARTYR "As many as are persuaded and believe that what we teach and say is true, and undertake to be 
able to live accordingly, are instructed to pray and to entreat God with fasting, for the remission of their sins that are past, we 
praying and fasting with them. Then they are brought by us where there is water, and are regenerated in the same manner in 
which we were ourselves regenerated. For, in the name of God, the Father and Lord of the universe, and of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, they then receive the washing with water. For Christ also said, 'Except ye be born again, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven.' Now, that it is impossible for those who have once been born to enter into their mothers' 
wombs, is manifest to all... And for this we have learned from the apostles this reason. Since at our birth we were born without 
our own knowledge or choice, by our parents coming together, and were brought up in bad habits and wicked training; in 
order that we may not remain the children of necessity and of ignorance, but may become the children of choice and 
knowledge, and may obtain in the water the remission of sins formerly committed, there is pronounced over him who 
chooses to be born again, and has repented of his sins, the name of God the Father and Lord of the universe." (Justin Martyr, 
"First Apology," Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol. 1, pg. 183) 

120-205 AD IRENAEUS "This class of men have been instigated by Satan to a denial of that baptism which is regeneration 
to God, and thus they have renounced the whole faith….for the baptism instituted by the visible Jesus was for the remission of 
sins… but there are some of them (Gnostics) who assert that it is unnecessary to bring persons to the water.  Rather, they mix 
oil and water together, and they place this mixture on the head of those who are to be initiated…This they maintain to be 
redemption … Other (heretics), however, reject all these practices, and maintain that the mystery of the unspeakable and 
invisible Power should not be performed by visible and corruptible creatures….These claim that the knowledge of the 
unspeakable Greatness is itself perfect redemption." (Against Heresies, bk. 1, chap. 21, sec. 1, Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol. 1, pg. 345.) 

 


